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The following petitlen way submitted ty the Slovene displeced porgons in 


v 


the British Zones of Gormmmy and Auetria. 


“4 Septexbers 1947 


Excellency, the Slovene OPs In the British Zens of Oscupetion in 
Cormany and Austria take the liberty to appeal to you fb. the following 
meatier: 


On Monday, Sth Septer.er 1927 an agreement was sig 2d at Bled, - 
Yugosiavia by Liewiexant—Giieral Sir domes Steele, Comm oder~in-Chief 
British Troops and High Coniseioner in Austria, and Ma. whal Tite re~ 
gsrding the repatriation of tugoslav DPs living in the Yritish Zone of 
Ocoupation in Germany and Atria ~ whereby a special 2; itish-Yugosiav 
Commission should ba anteblic.od with the purpese of ox.mlning the case 
of any single Yugoslav DP in a-dsr to ascortain nhather he was a criminal, 
collaborator or quisling. Follwing the announcanent released in newupapers, 
the Yugoslav Govarnsen’ has bect authorized on the basi: of tha Aprvemaat te 
hers the opportunity of submits..¢ to the British dover ment within tye nomths 
after the Agraament cams to foro) a list o? eventual aut sequently proved war 
orinivals, collaberaters or quisiings. The ayrusment a wea further thet theee 
Tayosiey GPs who are nob wikliug So be rupatelated to Tr coalavia will be 
transferred to the camps in thy Hr\eish Sone o: warty. In addition, whe 
Aoepepers are stating thet thr Tugoslar Govaertent will proclaim a ne. "nee by 
for TYugowler DDFs. The Agreeions com. imte foree dams: Sa@teky after tha 
aigving. 


in counection with the si meture ok thie Agresuent betweer the Brisich 
and Yugoglay Goveriments the Glovexe DPs vine in the ‘-ibieh fone of (orn 
and Austria are addressing you, Exeellengy, who ere wel known all around the 
world a8 a resolute protester of the hunui rigets of al , in partionlar of 
those whe are moot in need. 


In order’to meks i olenr that our metorandum has co intention of defending 
wer Criminals, collaborator) and quislingn, we declare colemnly that we aes 
cupporting without any reservation the idpe that a just puatahmens should be 
teposed upon all the war er/wlnale regardless of their vatlonality or political 


sourvletions . ‘ 


This document is hereby regrag 
CONFIDENTIAL in acco:dagetl 
letter of 16 Octgy S 


al Intelligence to the 
W'of the United States. — 
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As to the Yugoslav Goverment it is knovm that a year ago two or 
thres lists of war criminals, collaborators and quislings were submitted 
to the British and United States authorities. Insofar as the allered 
_ persons wore within reach of tho Oritish and United States euthorities 
and their guilt tas legally proved, they were handed ovor to the Yuroslav 
Government. On the other hand you no doubt Imow, Excellency, that the 
British as well as the United States occupying authorities in Ge 
and Austria have repeatedly screened every single Yugoslev DP who lives. 
in their occupation sphere. ; 


The Slovene DPs, Excellency, wish to draw your attention to the 
fact that the Yugoslav Commmists, especially this lest time, try to 
allege that all those who have proved themselves supporters of Western 
Democracy are war criminals, collaborators or quislings. In this comection 
let us remind you of the recent trial of Professor of University Dr. Boris 
Furlan held before the Tribunal at Ljubljana. Dr. Furlan was during the wer 
& member of the Yugoslav Exile Government in London and es such fully support- 
ed the Partisans’ actions in tho homeland, particularly efter the Agreement 
Subasic-Tito. Ie returned to Yugoslavia after the German capitulation. 
He was sentenced to death after he was charged with haviig steadily demonstrated 
his Anglo-imerioan political orientation, te, however, know very well that the 
Present Government in Yugoslavia is looking intensively cust at the present 
time for all those Slovene DPs living in tho British Zonc of Germany and 
Austria who are partisans of the Western Democracy. It is a fact that every~ 
bedy with such an orientation is considered a spy in prerent=dey Yuroslavia. 


We feel it our duty to inform you that the Yugoslav DPs living in 
British Zono of Germany and Austria have been seized by c. terrific foar (end 
we believe there is a justified reason for it) that the Yuroslav authoritios 
may claim the extradition of all those who dared during the war and now as 
refugees to demonstrate openly their pro-Jest feeling onc. symmathies. The 
Yugoslav Goverment may impose uvon thor. at least the collaboration if not 
the war crimes/ charges). 


“ie do bear in our minds how the British Coverment ceclared on various 
occasions t:rough their representatives that thoy would cofend end safeguard 
human rights against ell, and especially that they would protest all the DFs 
who have taken refuge with them for political reasons, Jet us quote for 
instance the declaration given by Tield-lMarshal Alexande: to the Yugoslav DPs 
at Viktring in Carinthia in June 1945 and the statement ¢iven to the DP students 
at Graz University by Lieutonant-CGeneral Sir James Steele: in July 1947. 


The Yugoslav DPs in British Zone of Germany and Austria have the impression, 
in view of the recent Bled Agreement, that the British Government has lefs us 
at the discretion of the Yugoslav Commnists who would like to deprive us of 
our life under the imaginary guilt of war crines, 


The Yugos.av DPs have experienced, alas, how the Yucoslav Goverment 
designated to the British occupation authorities as war criminals, collaborators 
or quislings all the DPs who took active part in the positive work for their 
country-fellows. For instance, in the DP camp Spittal in Austria, which is 
under UNRRA Administration, 20 Slovene cultural workers have been discharzed from 
the positions which they ogcupied in the camp with approval of the British 
authorities. None of them, however, was during the war a collaborator, ste. 

On the contrary, some of them were in the enemy's concent:ration camps and 
ocoupler's prison due to their pro-Tlestorn political com-iction. The fear 
which has now seized Yugoslav DPs is evidently justified. 


Te 


DRA 
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The panic among the Yugoslav DPs after the British-Yugoslav Agreement 
at Bled has been caused also by the following fact: In the Yugoslav DP 
camps in British Zone of Germany and Austria thero has been recently or 
is at the present time a special British Commission which is sercening 
individual Yugoslav DPs with regard to their politice] activities during 
the war. The Yugoslav DPs have spoken the truth frankly and now they 
fear that these records, compiled by the fritish Commission, might come 
to the hends of tho Yugoslav authorities who could meks out exactly - 
how this or that person from among us worled during ine war for the Yestorn 
Allies, with the possible consequence that he will be broutht before 2 
Yugoslav political Tribunal as a war criminal. 


As to the prospective ermesty which has been prewsised at Bled, 

the Yugoslav DPs regret to have to tell you, Exeellency, that we teke no 
account of it becouse of the bad oxnoriences we had in this respect. In 
spite of several armesties many Yuzoslav DPs who returned home wore put - 
before People's Tribunal. The others, and the latter were more mmerous . 
have been "liquidated" secretly-if we use the technic1l terms of the 
Communist jurisdiction. There are some DPs among us vho were in the 
Communist jail in Yugoslavia together with some prisciers who had possession 
of the Aumesty Decrees who were killed though having in their pockets the 
promise of amnesty. You will understand after this tiat we consider the 
prospective amnesty a bare political lure like the fo-mer amnesties. 


Before ending this menorandm let us make two observations: The Yugoslav 
Goverment believes anyone of us who stayed in the cei two years and nore 
to be ‘poisoned already by the Western Democracy and therefore dangerous to 
them. And secondly, an open question. Cen the hones’s public imagine that 
the persons who have been living in DP Camps for two vears and more under 
their right name could have a bad conscience? Definisely no! 


with regard to the above the Slovene DPs living in British Zone of Germany 
and Austria address to you, Excellency, a request to kindly intercede in our favor _ 
to the competent authorities to ask that the British authorities in Garmany and 
Austria follow the Allies' resolutions in rospect of human rights, and thet they 
would not disavow the solem declarations referring t> this matter and given by 
their great men. 


. It is true that two days after the signing of th: Bled Apreernent the Commandants 
of the camps of the British Zone of Austria published an announcement by the 
British Government whereby the camp immates were told that the reports in the 
newspapers were not correct and that nobody would be ompulsory repatriated. 

In spite of this statement the Yugoslav DPs are convi ced that the Bled Agreement 
embodies a denial of former solerm declarations of th. Britésh Govermaont assuring 
us protection. ie are convinced that this statement -as read to us with the 

only purpose of calming us. ‘hon we first come from Yuposlavia to Viccring 

samp in Cerinthi@, the Comandant, Major Barry, answored until the less moment 

our question, whether it was true that the Slovene yoi mg men were being returned 
to Marshal Tito, with (the following): "It is not truc: » they are being deported 
to a camp in Italy". The same persuasive reply was r-seived from other British 
suthorities at Klagenfurt who even threatened with re sisals all thosa who would 
divuige this rumor, yet in the meantime, sent 11 2100 : Lovene young mea to Marshal 
Tite's: Communists, who cruelly killed them without an;, previous sentence, 


In. the said announcement by the British Govermment it is stressed that 
there will be no compulsory repatriation of persons other than those “fo are in 
the Briv.sh legai opinion shown to have wilfully and :etively collabo:-ated with 
the eneny. The authentic interpretation of the said ‘opinion' is not know to 
us. We know however from the experience that all the British Commissions who 
heave screened us up to now, reproached every professo: or any official who kept 
his position during the war with collaboration. Ther: ore we are legitimately 
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ofraid that as a conse dusnce of the 3led Afreement the Yuroslav DPs in the 
Sosupation Zone of Germany and djustria have been left at discretion of the 
Marshal Tito's Government. 


Before finishing this appeal to you, Excellency, we would like to ex plain 
to you one thing more. You will cortainly wonder why we did not sign the above 
memorandum and why we dared not to post it in Sermany or in Austria. 

Please, be aimre that the DPs are the people who have he’ so many experiences 
that we can by no moans run this risk. It-is clear to u:; that in that case 

the memorandum would be known to the Communis t agent, ac tine for the presant 
Yugoslav Government, sooner than to you! -The conséquenc 2s thet might be taken 
against us would no doubt be fatal. Tekinz this into account you will, wea firmly 
peiteve » forgive us ond examine with understanding our request. 


We who have fled before Communism admired during the war the Vestern 
4llies and put all our hopes on their victory. Vow we a 2peal to you, Excellency, 
as one of the creat representatives of festern culture, with the request 
for assistence. The Slovene DPs are firmly convinced thit we shall not ba 
choate | in our confidence. 


é 


Believe us, Excellency, respoctfully and faithfully.. 
Yours 
SLOVIAT2 DISPLACIN Pungo is 
In 3 Sarr: Ol 40 GaRMANY 40D AUSTRIA, 
This document contains information 
affecting the rational &fense of ‘ 


United States within the me 
the Espionage Act, 


ave 31 ana 
transmiasion or 
on of its contents in any 
r to an unauthorized person is 
prohibited by law, 
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